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10908 Courthouse Road Suite 102 #240
Fredericksburg, Virginia 22408

Requirements for Affiliation with Virginia NORML

Virginia NORML wishes to affiliate and work cooperatively with local and statewide

individuals that share our general goals. The following guidelines indicate the criteria which interested parties must meet to qualify for affiliation with NORML, including the use of "NORML" in the affiliate's name.

1. The sub-chapter must include at least 3, and no more than 5 board members.

2. The sub-chapter’s board members must be comprised of current members of Virginia

NORML.

 a. Once an organization is officially recognized as a Virginia NORML affiliate:

Any individual who joins a sub-chapter of Virginia NORML for $10

or more will receive a free one year membership to Virginia NORML  and National NORML.

3. Although not required, sub-chapters are encouraged to assign role based titles to their board members. (i.e., Director, Outreach Coordinator, Volunteer Coordinator.)

4. National NORML has special guidelines for those seeking to establish a NORML chapter in states that have legalized the medical use of marijuana:

a. Because of National NORML’s federal tax-exempt status, no entity distributing

medical marijuana for compensation, whether a cooperative, a collective or

some other entity, may serve as a NORML chapter, or sub-chapter, nor may the

NORML name be used by any entity distributing medical marijuana for

compensation.

b. A majority of the board of directors of any NORML chapter or sub-chapter

must be comprised of individuals who are not principals, board members or

employees of any entity distributing medical marijuana for compensation.

c. The NORML chapter or sub-chapter must establish and maintain an address and

must hold its meetings at a location separate from any entity distributing

medical marijuana for compensation.

5. Campus-based student sub-chapters of Virginia NORML must comply with all college or university requirements for campus organizations, and must seek official recognition from the college or university.

6. Although not required, sub-chapters of Virginia NORML are encouraged to establish a permanent post office box address (PO Box).
7. Sub-chapters must agree to pursue a program intended to educate the public; lobby

local, state and federal officials; or otherwise build support for ending the criminal

prohibition of marijuana and the arrest of marijuana smokers.

8. Sub-chapters must agree to operate in a professional manner and to avoid activities that would bring disrepute or otherwise harm NORML and its reform efforts. This includes the sale of so-called drug paraphernalia, grow lights and seeds (other than sterile hemp seeds).

9. Sub-chapters are required to report to Virginia NORML twice per year: 

a. 6 months after chapter approval.

b. On (or around) April 20th of any given year.

If the sub-chapter report is 30 days late, Virginia NORML will send a

reminder to the chapter leader.

If the sub-chapter report is 60 days late, Virginia NORML reserves the right to revoke your sub-chapter status.

a. If a revoked sub-chapter wishes to re-establish, they will need to re-apply.

c. The report must include:

Name, address, phone number and e-mail address of all sub-chapter board members.

The date(s) of your sub-chapter’s board meetings.

A statement that describes the community’s response to your subchapter.

The date(s) & details of your next organized public event.

Goals for the next 6 months.

These guidelines were derived from National NORML’s chapter guidelines located at:

http://norml.org/index.cfm?Group_ID=3434

Sub-Chapter Renewal

As long as the sub-chapter meets the all requirements outlined above, their status will remain active annually.

Sub-Chapter Revocation

Virginia NORML reserves the right to revoke the affiliate status of any sub-chapter which fails to operate in accordance with these guidelines. In order for a sub-chapter's affiliate status to be revoked, its board will receive one formal warning, in writing, detailing which guidelines they fail to comply with and what can be done to remedy the situation. If 60 days after the warning has been issued the sub-chapter still is not in compliance, then their status as an official Virginia NORML affiliate may be revoked by a vote of the Virginia NORML Board of Directors.
